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                             FIRING GUIDANCE FOR DECALS
The application of a decal onto a ceramic or glass item is the same and information can be found in the DECORATING INSTRUCTIONS sheet.
It is important to vent your kiln during the early stages of the firing up to about 500c (932f). This will ensure that the smoke from the covercoat and residual printing mediums can clear from the kiln and leave a clean atmosphere for the rest of the firing process.
Most of our decals can be used for both ceramic and high temperature glass (flat glass, float glass etc) unless otherwise stated. The information below is for guidance purposes and you will no doubt have your own practices to suit your own conditions and needs.
There is no fixed ramp rate for decals but a steady consistent rise is recommended, 180 to 300 c per hour is good up to the peak.

We would also recommend holding the peak temperature for a few minutes so the heat can equalise through the kiln.

CERAMIC FIRING

Earthenware 780-800c (1436 – 1472f)
China 820-835c (1508 – 1535f)

Stoneware – 840c (1544f)

Porcelain – 830-860c (1526 – 1580f)

GLASS FIRING – float glass, bullseye glass etc

The advice we give here is for only the basic firing of a decal onto glass. We cannot give precise information because of the multitude of ways that glass artistically is decorated.
It is important not to “sandwich” the decal before it has been fired as this will trap the burn off smoke in between the layers of glass.

A firing temperature of 720 – 740c (1328 – 1364f) is recommended. Higher temperatures can make the colours start to look diluted and transparent.

No doubt you will experiment to find a method that suits you.

